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almost immediately rose again as she found the kneeling posture a very painful one. Bourgoin sent for a little bread and wino, and she ate and drank. "When she had done, she gave him her hand and thanked him for being present, as usual, at her last earthly repast. Having thus renewed her strength, she knelt again to pray.
She had no more than begun when some one knocked at her door. Mary realized what it meant, but as she had not finished her devotions, she begged them who had come for her to wait an instant, and promised to be ready in a very short time.
The Earls of Kent and Shrewsbury, recalling the resistance she had made when she was required to go before the commissioners, ordered a number of guards up into the ante-room, where they were awaiting, so that they might be prepared to remove her by force if such a course were made necessary by her own refusal to go with them voluntarily, or by any movement on the part of her friends to detain her. It is not true, however, that the two noblemen insisted on entering her chamber, as some writers have stated. They set foot in her chamber but once, and that was when they came to read her sentence to her on the occasion we have described.
They waited some minutes in accordance with the Queen's request, but about eight o'clock they knocked again, the guards being at their backs. To their great surprise the door was opened at once, and they found Mary still kneeling and praying.
Thereupon Sir Thomas Andrew, the then Sheriff of Northamptonshire, entered alone with a white staff in his hand, and as they all remained on their knees, he walked slowly the whole length of the room and halted behind the Queen. He stood there an instant and then said, as Mary did not seem to see him: